POOL SURFACE GROWTHS OR DAMAGE —

BioGuard

INTRODUCTION

Some surface problems involve growths or de-
posits on the pool surface. Different problems
will vary in color and texture. Following are
some of the problems that could develop in your
pool:

*

Scale Buildup — scale buildup is usually
white or tan in color and feels like sandpa-
per in the early stages. As it gets worse, the
edges become sharp, and if on the bottom,
can actually cut people’s feet. Scale is actu-
ally calcium carbonate that has come out of
solution and solidified on walls. It is caused
by poor water balance parameters, such as
high calcium hardness, high pH, or high to-
tal alkalinity over a period of time. This de-
posit must be physically removed, and usu-
ally requires draining. Acid washing will
remove it or sand blasting. To prevent scale

buildup, maintain proper water balance.

Algae Growth — algae or fungal growths
will usually brush off with some effort. They
range in color from white (water mold), to
pink (pink slime), to black or green (black
spot algae). See Bulletins #120 — Pink
Slime & White Water Mold by BioGuard® or
Bulletin #117 — Black Algae for recommen-
dations.

Etching — etching occurs in plaster pools
where proper water balance has not been
maintained over a period of time. Acidic
conditions in the water will literally eat away
plaster. To prevent this, maintain proper
water balance. Etching can only be re-
moved by re-plastering.

Pool Goo or Tar — new vinyl liners often
have a buildup of sticky substance that ad-
heres to the bottoms of feet and sometimes
turns black. This is plasticizer migrating
from within the liner, and is usually only
prevalent in colder water temperatures with
new vinyl liners. Brushing and shocking can
help reduce this buildup, as can increasing
the water temperature. This buildup usually
goes away on its own as the liner ages and
the water temperature warms up.

Cobalt Staining — cobalt staining (also
called “Colbalting”), is a phenomenon partic-
ular to fiberglass surfaces. This occurs
when tiny cracks or blisters form within the
fiberglass, then break open and are ex-
posed to the water or air. When this occurs,
a black discoloration within the crack or blis-
ter may be displayed. Sometimes this can
be lightened with an acidic stain remover

applied topically. This solution is temporary,
and the discoloration will usually return.

*  Vinyl Liner Wrinkling — acidic water will,
over a period of time, remove plasticizer
from a liner, cause it to stretch and eventual-
ly wrinkle. Maintain proper water balance
and test frequently to avoid this problem.

* Electrolysis — electrolysis refers to the
electrolytic corrosion of metal components
due to inadequate electrical grounding. Both
metals and pool water conduct electrical cur-
rents, and sometimes create a closed circuit
in which metal migrates from metal compo-
nents, such as ladders and lights, into the
water. These corroded metal parts may de-
velop pits, rust, or require frequent replace-
ment. Aluminum ladders may accumulate
scale, even though the water is properly bal-
anced. To eliminate this problem, make
sure that ladders, pumps, lights, and other
metal accessories are properly grounded.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Ultra Modern Offers
Expert Repair Service for
Pools and Spas!

Energy Efficiency Audit

Heat Pumps, Heaters and pumps
Pool covers (safety & automatic)
In Ground Pool Liners
Professional pool cleaning

Sand Replacement for Filters
Pool Inspections

Automatic pool cleaners
Complete Pool Repairs
Complete Spa Repairs

Leak detection
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Equipment repair on most makes & models

Call 722-4311

“Professionals for Professional Service”

VISIT

THE ULTRA MODERN
POOL & PATIO
WEBSITE

AT www.ultramodern.com
E-MAIL: ultra@ultramodern.com
FAX: 316-722-5643
OR CALL: 1-800-888-5872

JOIN

JLTRA MODERN

J00L a PATID'S
LLTRA

REWARDS

LLUB

GET I POINT FOR EVERY DOLLAR SPENT, EVERY 100

POINTS RECEIVE A §5 CREDIT ON ACCOUNT
CREDITS EXPIRE AFTER 30 DAYS

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

*NOT APPLICABLE TOWARDS POOLS, SPAS, CLEARANCE OR “SPECIAL SALE" [TEMS.,
SERVICE, LABOR, INSTALLATION OR DELIVERY COST.
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Ultra Modern Pool & Patio

www.ultramodern.com

8100 W. Kellogg
Wichita, KS 67209
316-722-4308
Toll Free: 800-888-5872
E-mail: west@ultramodern.com

5620 E. Kellogg
Wichita, KS 67218
316-681-3011
Toll Free: 888-258-5872
E-mail: east@ultramodern.com

1420 Nelson Dr.
Derby, KS 67037
316-788-1122
E-mail: derby@ultramodern.com




